THE   MAN  S   AIMS   AND   SIGNIFICANCE

engaged in them. Moreover, the intellectual part of the
nation can usually hold aloof from social or religious
disturbances, and with undivided mind contemplate the
welter of passion on the political stage. Goethe was such
a figure. Undisturbed amid the tumult of the Napoleonic
campaigns, he quietly continued his work. Sometimes,
however, at rare intervals through the centuries, anta-
gonisms reach such a pitch of tension that something is
bound to snap. Then a veritable hurricane stampedes
over the earth, rending humanity in sunder as though it
were a flimsy cloth the hands could tear apart. The
mighty cleft runs athwart every country, every town,
every house, every family, every heart. From every side
the individual is attacked by the overwhelming force of
the masses, and there is no means of protection, no means
of salvation from the collective madness. A wave of such
magnitude allows no one to stand up firmly against it.
Such all-encompassing cleavages may be brought about
by social, religious, or other problems of a spiritual and
theoretical nature. But so far as bigotry is concerned, it
matters little what fans the flames. The only essential is
that the fire should blaze, that it should be able to dis-
charge its accumulated store of hate; and precisely in
such apocalyptic hours of human folly is the demon of
war let loose to gallop madly and joyously throughout
the lands.

In such terrible moments of mass intoxication and
sundering of the world of mankind, the individual is
utterly helpless. It is useless for the wise to try and with-
draw into the isolation of passive contemplation. The
times drag him willy-nilly into the fray, to right or to
left, into one clique or into another, into this party or into
that. No one, then, needs a greater supply of courage
than he who would fain take a middle course; he must
be strong and resolute, denying himself to every party,
steadfastly keeping a level head and preserving indepen-
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